
Erika Kassnel-Henneberg about her works: 

 

 

Deep Paula 

2022, Video with sound, 5:22 min 

 

“People take photos of each other to prove that they really exist” sang the Goldene Zitronen 

(German Punk band) in 1994. Today we know that photos prove nothing because they can 

be manipulated very easily.  

And yet – our relationship to our own image is ambivalent: Selfies bear witness to the fact 

that we were at grandma’s birthday or on the Eiffel Tower, and at the same time we can 

manipulate our portrait photo beyond recognition with just one click. The technical 

possibilities are endless and are becoming more and more perfect thanks to Deep Learning 

and thus AI-supported applications. 

In this work, we are confronted with an old photograph that has been manipulated with the 

help of artificial intelligence. The girl in the photograph seems very much alive and authentic. 

Do we feel closer to her? Is the illusion convincing? 

What becomes of our faulty memories when it gives way to an artificial liveliness? Doesn’t 

this illusion rather contribute to forgetting the last bit of the real human being? And would 

“Paula” have liked what we do with her memory? 

Music: AI-generated 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandbox 4.0 

2023, Video with sound, Animation, 5:37 min, Polaroids (selection) 

 

Sandbox is on the one hand a sandy playground for children, on the other hand a term 

originating from software development for an “isolated area within which any action has no 

effect on the external environment”. (Wikipedia) 

We are sitting in a large virtual sandbox that is anything but isolated. There are many toys in 

it that we don’t know what they are for. And new ones are added every day. We explore them 

playfully and in the process we come up with ideas – good or bad…. 



One such toy is Dall-e 2, one of the most celebrated AIs of 2022, which can create realistic 

images and even artwork from a text-based description in natural language. This creative act 

is new and unique, and must be judged as the next stage of evolution. 

The works Dall-e generates are almost perfect, and yet she generates strangely disturbing 

outputs in response to seemingly innocuous keywords. It begs the question, is this the toy we 

would give our children? 

 

 

 

Supermother 

2023, Video with sound, Animation, 5:54 min 

 

It sounds like the short form of mother, but this is Google’s new AI Multitask Unified Model – 

“MUM” for short – which has been consistently learning since 2021 what the intentions are 

behind our questions, no matter what language we speak. This enables it to answer even 

faster and more precisely. MUM knows what we want. We can ask her anything. 

An organic something, similar to an eye, scans the surroundings like a surveillance camera. 

It is MUM. A surveillance monitor is reflected in her “eye”. It is footage of me and with me as 

a mother who accompanies her children with the camera – or better: monitors them? Are we 

similar?  

With every search query, MUM learns to understand us better. Will she soon know more 

about us than we know about ourselves? What is she? Mother or monster? 

 

 

 

 

Homunculus 

2022, Video with sound, Animation, 6:34 min 

 

The term homunculus (= Latin for “little man”) refers to an artificially created human being – 

and stands for mankind’s dream of being able to construct a being according to its own 

imagination, with the help of the latest technology. This idea has already been used in many 

literary works, for example in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. 

Today, we are closer to this idea than ever before. In the age of Deep Learning, it is no 

longer alchemists or scientists, but programmers who teach artificial intelligences to generate 

human-like faces independently and deceptively real. Ingenious, scary or dangerous? 



In this work we are confronted with a series of such artificial portraits. In a strange way, they 

communicate with us: their eyes seem to explore the space and their facial expressions 

change. Recognising faces and understanding non-verbal communication shapes us as a 

human species and as social beings. But how do we react when an AI tries to imitate 

precisely this ability? Does it want to deceive us? Communicate with us? Test us? 

 

 

 

 

Conditio Humana I 

2023, Video with sound, 3:43 min 

 

The conditio humana refers to the conditions or circumstances of being human in general. 

What makes a human being a human being? This question is explored here by an AI in a 

monologue. One often cited aspect is language, which distinguishes us from animals. But 

what is the conditio humana that distinguishes us from an artificial intelligence? 

Dancer: Dominic Feistmantl 

 

 

 

 

Conditio Humana II 

2023, Video with sound, 4:50 min 

 

In this work, complex human movements in the form of a dance are contrasted with the 

humanoid robot HRP-4C, as it was presented to the world public in 2010. 

Dancer: Dominik Feistmantl 

 

 

 

 

Deep Vanitas 

2023, Polaroids 

 

AI-generated representations to a text given by me, staged with the 

help of analog technology 



 

 

ChatGPT @ Uncanny Valley 

2023, Video with sound, Animation, 5:17 min 

 

What ChatGPT has to say about the “Uncanny Valley”.  

Recorded chat history from February 6, 2023 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

 

Interactive participatory survey with real-time visualization: 

 

Would you be willing to bring a photo of a deceased loved one "to life" using an AI 

application? 

 

 Ja               = YES  all lego bricks with green or blue tone 

 

Nein            = NO  all other lego brick colors 

 

 

 

 

Or: 


